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5 Concerning the READING 


His Marie Declaration 
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en-the "Command for 
"Reading the” Kings De- 
"Hlaration: came down firſt, 

pinied wirh the” Petitich: of 
my: Lord: ArehBbiſhoj of Canterbuty, | 
and ſeveral ether Biſhops, huthbly 
LO | A 2 _ _ pray- 


praying t to be pe Yom p- b 
Publiſhing thoſe Declarations, 1 
with my ſelf fo long, that 
I grewinto a ng Agony at laſt, 
and cou = In &, 9 Relt all that 
Night. For two great Evils ap- 
pearcd before me, Toth contra 
one to the other, . and yet an abſo- 
late neceſſity of my fallingiintd one 
_ of them, cither Diſobedicnce to the 
Kings'Cominands, ' or 4 Separation 
and Schiſm from my Metropolitan 
and other worthy Biſhops, whoſe 
Judgments I truly reverenced in 
moſt things, and whoſe Integrity ir in 
all things... This made thaw 
very diſmal to me, till. an 
the day coming; on, I. got'\gp Hin 
began.to- conſider things with leſs 
CS 'Taoughts, 'and more 
_ and Frioully; to: weigh the 


whole 


: p —— " 
b MISTY ” 


| whole Matter. ._And thefirſt thing. 
that repreſented it ſelf unto me, as - 
an Anchor.to fix and hold faſt my 
Soul, and compoſe my Conſcience, : 
was that ſaying, Submit your ſelves to 
every ordinance of man for the Lords 
Jake. 1 Pet. ii: 13; andagainverſ.17. 
Fear God, honour the King,: This was 
ſaid by St, Peter, who, we. believe, 
was. guided by the. Holy. Ghoſt, 
and.therefore-we: take it asthe-cx- 
preſs CommandoftGod,-.andought 
to obſerve. it in-every thing that is 
not flatly: contrary tothe. Word of 
God, or, at: leaft,, moſt iev idently 
deducetd:from:the Word of God, 
ſo.that every common .underſtand- 
ing -muſt.needs-ifee :it.-. Now the 
King exprefly: erp De- 
claration tobe Read in all Churches, 
bout-:requiring him ;that Reads 
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a4 to' ackans: | hilekier Fey Conor; 
Aﬀent, Allowing or Liking of it; þ 
"would gladly know how'any man 
can ſhew me that: to do this is. con- 
traryto Gods Holy Word: ::If you 
fay;that this Declaration.ccontains a 
Diſpenſing Power. contrary to-the 
Eaws'ivf tho:Land,ius':is declared 
in the Partiament 1.66% and: 672. 
Lecir.be'fo. * Ts-ititherefore contra- 
_ the: Word? of God? Shew:it 
me: : -Ifthe Kin would: voue : —_—_ 
tos ment;:I would hum: 
3 ar 5p beſeech him not 
toiuſe: hieTifpenſilig: Power 'in that 
high\manner.” Abo Tofarther-call 
God: to-Witnefs thavT would readi- 
ty.and checrfultilepdownilny life 
to'Compole: chevintforelito Diode 
thatareintheſs Natfons om this.av? 
_ L Bur CEP the King 


tells 
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_ Pawer inherent*in his Majeſty by 
Right, and-»will ufe-it. whether I 
will or nill ;;-What. can .T- poor 
_ wretch -do?' Or what can all my 
Brethren, the __ a, do, 
but ſubmit unto his Majeſties Will 
and have patience? But, as a Paper 
lately-come forth ſaith, In Reading 
this His Majeſties Declaration in 
the Houſe .of God; I: do thereby 
declare my Conſent unto it : for I _ 
ought to Read nothing there but 
what I do approve' of. ' Where 
doth he find this ſo expreſt in the 
Word of  Gad?- Or. from what 
Text doth it neceſlarily and evi- 
dently follow ? Can thisbe as clear- 
ly deduced from thence, or is it as 
plainly expreſt as that on the con- 
trary- ſide, that I am to'ſubmit*to 
every _ 


every Ordinance'of man!Thisisthe - 
faying I flick cloſsto, and requite | 
him to: ſhew me out”of the Word 
of God, : that to Ly thing in 


the Houſe of God, is declaring my 
Conſent unto:it: and therefore his 
affirmation without ſome ſuch proof 
from Scripture - ſignifies -nothing. 
| Nay, to ſet Scripture afide, and-'to 
diſcourſe ofmatters'by commorran- 
derſtanding :* If I ſhould read unto | 
the people: in the Church: a Paper 
declaring that the King of France 
doth' Perſecute.:feveral Proteſtants; 
and deprive them-of | their : Eſtates, 
doth my Reading: this Paper any 
way declare my .Conſent to! his - 
Perſecution?:'So, ſhould I read -a 
Paper inthe Church declaring.the 
Kings Toleration of Sectaries, doth 
any way declare my Conſentun- 


to 


thn. the. og fan it, 
and I know not ing: in Scripture 
that toghids, it, and therefore I am 
bound. to abey, E..; But that Paper 
_ farther asks; .if the King command 
_ a Popiſh Homily-for Tranſubſtanti- 
ation,to be Red i the. Church, 
ples Fi wy be To as: tq contow it, 
: and ſhgw the abſurdity of it. The 
Caf [CjlS ; very Alifferent: this .is a Do- 
_Erine: | am neceflarily to inftruct 
ple in, and toſhew themei- 
© Toh. ar Falſjty of it. 
:Cafe js the ſame in all. 
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be ſome oth 


klowh bi oy fi owe ET 
cf intention ut” -requr- 

ring me to Read it. *Tis true, per- 

chance. it is to-try my, Obedience. 

And: ©our Enemics(thavitig? Tome 
guck by our late nbt! 'giving thariks 

for that part of His "Majel ies De- 
claration; Wwhich'*was to maintain 

. the Church of England; becauſe Ti- 
berty for | Diſfenters was: then alſo 

- granted, that -we will likewiſe Te- 
tuſe the Reading of -the Declarati- 
on for the ſame Reaſon, and there- 
by diſpleaſe the King, they there- 
fore perſuade His Majeſty to re- 
quire it of us. "But *for- my'6wn 
part I'was then as: -urgent for our 
Biving! of Thanks, as a a nocefſary ; 


and 


de Were! L ch, had 
d or: uty 3, W we 
cn PX gn $2” uld probably 
have 5m this aan of 
= Reading It.:. Which is likely t to haye 
a very. it Conſequence! , and I 
heartily lament it, but know not 
how, to remedy: it. 'Yer on this 0c- 
caſion OE beg Teave of my Brethren 
to tell t em. my whole Senſe of 
this Mai ter. When the Kings Ma- 
jelly jfir fall declared his Reſo- 
lution Boa lint the Church of 
England i in.theclear Profeſſion of its 
Doctrine, © with-its Ri ights. and Diſ- 
_ cipline;- this was ſuch \unexpected 
ay ſurprizing News, that I ſtood 
Fell amazed at it :. and. when at 
11 had "Cora poſed 1 my Mind 
oh ſet ed'1 Mny | y (elf in full belief of 
it. T. oi, br W/m "all humble 
D Oy, and 
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or-whec : AN rod = ſein e 0 
pa ajcſties moſt fayourable 1 Molds, 
on nd kindnefs towards} us. 
for ſo > good ; 2n- end as | the free, Et | 


 joyment. of our Rel; th 
"True Wotthip of God'to Stn ub 


lickly | opted: and. defended, A 


was. ready \ eh, "6.6 
Thanks, " Hein 2 


both which I ſee no E's EVI [ 
and to perform | ſuch other "things 
| as ſhall be propoled,” \ Which %s I 
appear ynto me as  harmlefs. * S1 
take them. to. be. Yea Ny, I 
Sf in doubt- 
A ot us 1 


_of 


fix U Wn Land | 
ould: Fon tis ſetvant. in this” 
chin: ſo)that he would graciouſly 
prone! me-in complying with His 
ajeſty in ſome” things wherein 
there might : be' ſome ſhadow, 
though no real ſabftance of OE 
{Eri6e-: and T- ſhould: never doubt 
of Gods merciful Pardon in it, 
| ſeeing I did it-out of pure Obedi- 
Goto my King, upon Gods Com- 
inand, and: 0-fo an end, 4s 
the- -preſerving 0 'ruth-and Peace 
| among. 4Us:/ Sic if we loſe. 
on- this-'66cafion,; they will have 
much to- anſwer for, who; are the 
Authors of it. Yet L verily be- 
tive, and durſt lay down:my lite 
for the Truth. of it; that my Bre- 
thren who refuſe the diſperſing of 
theſs” Declarations, fire-very.. Ar-. 
Fo” > from 


Ling as: - my. - fel” in pg -is as 
agreeable to: their Conſgie ENgEesz" AS 
theſe things are to.mine. And had 
T had the oo00d fortune to haye 
' been amongſt them.at their £0N- 
ſultation, I ſhould! not have dou 
ed of good ſucceſs in. perſuading 
them to this. buſineſs : which, al- . 
though it comes .now!| too: late,.fos 
this; yet by the-Grac Grace:of Gogd.;jt 
may prevent--ſome future evil. ac- 
cidents. However 1 reſolved; ito 
publiſh it, - to-giv@as.much.. ſari, - 
faction to the World: as I. cari-up- 
on what reaſon I diſſent franiiovwy 
Brethren, whos, I am iconfident, 
aim at the ſame thing; though we 
' go clean contrary ways unto. it. 
And'I moſt humbly: implore:\His 


Graci- © 


| _”y Aaielt "to | dilticns ſo of | 
them, at d notto give way to Paſh- 
on, or to hearken unto thoſe who 
would - exaf; perate him againſt 
them : for *tis impoſſible a True 
Son of the Church of -England 
ſhould have any Diſloyal thou ;ghts 
in' his Heart, his Principles com- 
, manding him unto. entire Obedi- 
-ence, either Active or Palltve,. 
/ without any Equivocation, or Men- 
tal Reſervation in any Caſe what- 
ſoever. And therefore a true ge- 
_ nerous. Heart cannot but be kind 
and merciful to ſuch ſubmiſhve 

ne ſl according to that, Parce- 
re ſubjettis & debellare ſuperbos. | 
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